
American Legion Post 229 Meeting  
August 6thth, 2025 

 
I. Order of Business (if Not Otherwise Provided)  
1. CALL TO ORDER – Ron Kurz called meeting to order at 1901.  

 Advancement of Colors 
 Prayer  
 Pledge 
2. MINUTES – Minutes accepted as posted. Motion, by Ron  Kurz,  seconded by Joe Rutter . All in 

favor. No opposed.  

3. INTRODUCTION of Officers and Guests-  

        Commander- Ron Kurz – Present         1St Vice Commander - David Clenney - excused 
        2nd Vice Commander Butch Smith – Present        Adjutant Stephen Armstrong - Present 
        Historian Alan O’Martin- excused            Chaplain- Paul Hestand- Present 
        Hubmaster Bill Kreitzser- Present                         VSO- Gunny Mo Moreno Present 
        Finance Officer- Scott Baxter- Present               Sargent at Arms- Phil Lafara – Present,  
        Executive Committee:  
        Billy Mann- Present, Joe Rudder- Present, Ken Ames – Present,  Jeri Fontana- Present  
 

Family of departed Comrade Micky Johnson in attendance:  Vicky Johnson, Shawn Johnson, 
Wanda Goodman, Travis and Darlene Mann. Family received flag presented by Second Vice 
Commander Butch Smith.  

4. FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT –  As of 8/6/25  Account 9345  $2,485   Account 0902  $21,356,66  
Funds Accounts- No information from Keith Clark at this time 

5. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT – None at this time.  

6. MEMBERSHIP REPORTS (Recruiting and renewals).   1 New member at meeting.  

Thomas Rodriguez, USAF  

Motion by Stephen Armstrong second by Gunny Mo to accept all new members. All in favor, no 
opposed, motion passes.  

7. COMMUNICATIONS – None at this time.  

8. STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS –  N/A 

9. SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS – Mayor’s Council on Veterans Affairs meeting- Next meeting 
August 11th.  Rudytejano Pena and Jim Sullivan spoke about information from previous meetings: 

1).  County VSO, JJ De La Cerda spoke concerning Veterans Home that will be looking for land 
and an area in Robstown. Finance and planning through county going slowly but looking to 
move forward.   



2). CCMC4VA needs more elected officials as well as veterans’ organizations to attend 
ceremonies and support events. Most attendees are the same people from the same 
organizations.   

3). Next ceremony, Purple Heart Day at Ben Garza Gym, August 9th ,1000. 

4). If we have events that are going on, need to add to quarterly Nueces County VSO newsletter. 
Send information to JJ’s office and it will be added to various postings.  

10. VETERAN SERVICE OFFICER REPORTS – No information at this time   

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  

1. Jeri Fontana spoke about Beach Clean-up committee.  She meet with John Vaughn and was 
given all the information regarding the plan of action for running the semi-annual beach clean-
up events.  Texas General Land Office (GLO) is the organization that is in charge and fully plans 
this. Legion would  be the organization that checks in and helps coordinate with volunteers. 
Texas GLO and Dr. Jim Needham advertises and coordinates with getting volunteers to show up 
and where the areas to pick up trash. Next event will be Saturday, September 20th.   Motion for 
Post to be the new coordinating organization proposed by Butch Smith, Second by 
Rudytejano Pena, All for, no opposed. Motion carries.  

2.  Phil Groll, Post JAG spoke about by-laws committee reviewed and suggested edits to the by-
laws and constitution.  Members were able to see the changes and what was proposed. No major 
changes other than administrative edits to fall within State and National guidelines.   Motion by 
Gunny Mo, seconded by Scott Baxter to approve changes, All for, none opposed, Motion 
carried. 

 

12. NEW BUSINESS –  

1. Stephen Armstrong, Adjutant spoke about 2026 membership cards are in, will get plan in place 
for distribution of cards at next meeting.  

2. Stephen Armstrong, Adjutant spoke about need to update founding charter as some original 
members were left off and some never joined the post.  Will get with state office after convention 
to put plan in place to update charter and look to do something to recognize original 15 
members with some type of plank owner/founding member recognition.  

3. Phil Grol, JAG stated he worked with Scott Baxter, Finance Officer on audit. Audit was 
performed and completed with no issues were noted.   

4. Stephen Armstrong, Adjutant spoke about standing up two needed committees as standing 
committees.  Event committee will oversee execution and planning of annual and special 
fundraising events.  Grant committee will oversee planning and execution of obtaining grants for 
post to be able to have funds for a building of our own.  List passed around for members to sign 
up for different committees.  Will send out emails and post on Facebook for meeting dates and 
times.  

 



13. FOR GOOD OF THE ORDER –  

Gunny Mo suggested that Post Finance officer submits line by line expenditure list to be included in 
meeting minutes to show money coming in and going out for further transparency.  Finance officer 
will submit for next meeting.    

 

ADJOURNMENT – Motion to Adjourn by Ron Kurz, Second by Ken Ames, all in favor, meeting 
adjourned at 1957. 

 
//S// 
Post Adjutant 
Stephen Armstrong 
 
 


