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Introduction

The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by
Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans organization devoted to
mutual helpfulness. It is the nation’s largest wartime veterans
service organization, committed to mentoring youth and
sponsorship of wholesome programs in our communities,
advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national
security, and continued devotion to our fellow servicemembers
and veterans.

Post 229 History
18 November 2022, Temporary Charter received.

19 July 2023, Permanent charter presented to Post 229
Commander Wallace by District Commander Lopez.



Preamble to the Constitution

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of
America;

To maintain law and order;
To foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent Americanism;

To preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all
wars;

To inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state
and nation;

To combat the autocracy of both the classes and the masses;
To make right the master of might;
To promote peace and goodwill on earth;

To safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice,
freedom and democracy;

To consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual
helpfulness.



Corpus Christi area military history



Capsule history of The American Legion

A group of 20 officers who served in the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) in
France during World War | is credited with founding the Legion. AEF Headquarters
asked the officers to suggest ideas on how to improve troop morale. One officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Theodore Roosevelt Jr., proposed an organization of veterans.
In February 1919, the group formed a temporary committee and selected several
hundred officers who had the confidence and respect of the whole army.

About 1,000 officers and enlisted men attended the Paris Caucus in March 1919.
They adopted a temporary Constitution and the name The American Legion. The
group also elected an executive committee to complete the organization’s work. It
considered each soldier of the AEF a member of the Legion. The executive
committee named a subcommittee to organize veterans at home in the United
States.

In May 1919, the Legion held a second organizing caucus in St. Louis. It completed
the constitution and made plans for a permanent organization, setting up a
temporary headquarters in New York City and beginning its relief, employment
and Americanism programs.

Congress granted the Legion a national charter in September 1919. The first
national convention convened in Minneapolis on November 10-12, 1919, adopting
a permanent constitution and electing officers to head the organization. Delegates
also voted to locate the Legion's national headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana.
The Legion continues to support the four pillars of service and advocacy upon
which it was founded: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, National Security,
Americanism, and Children and Youth.



Post 229 relationship with The American Legion
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Current Post 229 Commander

Art Wallace - Insert bio



2023 Roster of Post 229 Officers

Commander
Art Wallace
Vice Commander
David Clenney
Finance Officer

Adjutant
Steve Armstrong
Historian
Alan O’Martin
Chaplain

Sgt. At Arms
Gunny Mo
Service Officer
Ron Kurz



5 September 2022, Channel 3 News, Corpus Christi, Texas

Veterans on Padre Island work to create an American Legion
Post

When Art Wallace and Steve Armstrong decided to start an
American Legion, the idea took off and it is quickly gaining
support from dozens of other veterans.

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas — There is said to be a good number of retired veterans who now live
on Padre Island.

So you might be surprised to learn there has never been a gathering place like a VFW or
American Legion on Padre Island.

A group of local veterans are working to change things by creating their own post on the Island.

When Art Wallace and Steve Armstrong get together, it doesn't take long before the
conversation turns to their time in the service.

Wallace served in the army until 2014 when he retired.

Armstrong spent 24 years in the Navy before he retired out of Naval Air Station Corpus Christi.
"Loved the area so much, this is home," Armstrong said.

Turns out, there are many more veterans who also call the Island home than they realized. So
when they decided to start an American legion, the idea took off and gained support from
dozens of others.

"Went from a crazy idea to something that is now in motion to full speed," Wallace said.

The men believe a post closer to home will benefit all who live there on the island.



"If a veteran has issues with VA claims and things of that nature, having the post on the island
gives a veteran a place to go and say hey I'm having issues, | need help," Wallace said.

Currently, it's still in the beginning stages. The vets choosing to form an American legion versus
a VFW in hopes it will reach more people who are eligible. That's because the VFW serves
veterans who spent time overseas in a combat zone.

"Bottom line, we are all veterans, are all brothers," said Commander Lazaro Camarillo with the
VFW Post 2397.

Camarillo shared his support for the idea.

"That's great, because they can get more information they can get, and they don't have to come
all the way down to Kostoryz," Camarillo said.

The organization was approved for a temporary charter to bring Post 229 to the Island. The next
step is establishing a chain of command within the post and finding a place to house the post,
something that's proving to be difficult because of the high cost of the market.

"We have a couple of prospects but that is all that it is for now but real-estate is a challenge
right now," Wallace said.

No matter the challenge, the veterans are moving forward knowing an Island post will give back
to the community.

A Gofundme has been started to help the men raise money for their effort.
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18 November 2022, Temporary charter received.

26 January 2023, First Post 229 meeting

28 January 2023, List of Post Officers

Commander Vice Commander
Art Wallace David Clenney
Adjutant Finance Officer
Stephen Armstrong Keith Clark
Chaplain Historian

Paul Hestand Alan O'Martin
Sgt at Arms Publicity Officer
Gunny Mo Jasmine Corbo

Service Officer
Ron Kurz

19 July 2023, Permanent charter presented to Post Commander Wallace



18 February 2023, recruiting event, Barefoot Mardi Gras, North Padre Island,
Recruiting and fundraising event




8 April 2023, first fund raising event, Padre Island Easter Egg Hunt

11 May 2023, Post 229 supported a local Veteran in need of a little
help with food and cash donation.




4 July 2023, Post 229 parade float




19 July 2023, Permanent Charter received from District Commander Lopez




2 September 2023, Marker 37 Fishing Tournament Recruiting event




16 September 2023, Island Beach Cleanup fundraiser event

American Legion Post 229
The Islander Post

Date: Saturday Sept 16th
Time:1llam -4 pm

Cost: $12 requested donation
Location: Billish park
volleyball court area

American Legion Post
229 will be hosting a
chicken leg quarter
BBQ sale. Plate
includes BBQ leg quar-
ter, beans and Mexi-
can corn and a bottle
of water. Pre-orders
are highly suggested
and will deliver on the
island.




30 September 2023, Padre Island Neighbors Blue Moon Luau fundraiser and
recruiting event




9 November 2023, Seashore Learning Center’s Veterans Day celebration.




23 November 2023, Community Service event

AMERICAN LEGION POST 0229 “THE ISLANDER POST” }é *

American Legion Post 229 will be donating Eight (8) Thanksgiving ==
meals to families in the community. The meal will include a frozen turkey and all
items for a Thanksgiving meal.

To nominate a family in need, please send a text message or email by November 16th to:

Art Wallace: 931-206-5057
Stephen Armstrong: 210 789 8433
Dave Clenney: 688 3549
Post 0229 email: americanIebionpoleZZ‘)@gmail.cnm

Items will be ready o be picked up or dropped off on Nov [7th
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